5/12/2009

‘:eggel HI Fl

Newsletter

December, 2009 - No. 23

You have been sent this newsletter because you hascribed, or purchasec
product, or made an enquiry to www.decibelhifi.comau . If you do not wish to be or
our newsletter mailing list, please click on the SaUnsubscribe button at the bottom

e
Ohm Acoustics speakers
Amphony 5.8GHz devices
Valhalla Technology
Graham Slee news
New Trends power amp
SRM Tech turntable
Maximum DAB+ tuner
Isokinetik Rega upgrades
Garrott news
EJ Jordan news
DIY speakers
I
MAXIMUM DAB+ tuner
AMPHONY 5.8Ghz devices
ISOKinetic
VALHALLA TECHNOLOGY

TRENDS TA10.2

DIY speaker kits

GSP Era Gold Reflex C
GARROTT P77i cartridge
OHM ACOUSTICS spkrs
SRMTech Athena turntable
Jordan JXr6HD faceplates

Dear Brian,

The strong Australian dollar has allowed
to reduce the price of many of our product
So if you've been holding off buying
something now is a great time to take the
plunge. Prices have been revised downwa
on Graham Slee products, record sleeves,
Disk Doctor cleaning products, Origin Live
products, vibrapods, Jordan drivers etc

Over the last few months we have taken ¢
several new brands - Amphony, IsoKinetik, ;
Valhalla Technology, but the big news this montthit Decibel Hi Fi
is now the importer for Ohm Acoustic loudspeak@tss is a brand
that been around for over 35 years in the USA butepresented in
Australia for about 25 years.

Taking on this brand of speakers is a major ua#targ and there are
many factors influencing the decision.

Firstly, the company. They still provide suppmrtustomers who
purchased speakers from them 30 or more yearsTago customer
service mentality is laudable and helps accounttfetbrand's
longetivity and the fact that practically all satzsme from
recommendations. You could say | liked the compsmbpought the
product.

Secondly, the design. They use a unique omniiresd Walsh
driver. This wide range driver avoids crossoverthicritical mid-
range frequencies and the dispersion pattern nraksg sound more
natural and the listening position non-critical.d\as the same
drivers are used in each model the sound is cemsiatross the range,
with the larger more expensive models only necgssadarger rooms
and higher sound levels.

Thirdly, their distribution is factory direct, wth reduces the prices to
customers by as much as 50% compared to what thaidwell for

via dealer showrooms. We will be manufacturingdbinets in
Australia to be able to continue that policy. Tisign important factor
because Decibel Hi Fi has always had a policy feriofg products
which are great value for money.

Another is their 120 day money-back satisfactjoarantee. We are
offering the same. | have always believed thatimesdemonstrations
have limited value. You really want to hear thedarct in your own
environment, with your music, and take your timetaluate how it
suits your tastes. | think this is particularly iom@ant with speakers
that are a major investment, and that you will piai live with for a
long time.

There's more information in the article below.

Seasons greetings and good listening.
Brian Maddern

07 3344 5756
enquiry@decibelhifi.com.au

In my many years of enjoying hi fi | have
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always preferred the room filling sound from speakers that radiate the sound in multiple
directions. Whilst appreciating the incredibly precise stereo image that can be achieved with
conventional forward facing speakers when you are sitting in the "hot spot". | have been
distracted by the change in that image as you move your head even slightly. To my ears when
the sound is also radiated from the rear and sides so that it bounces of the walls and ceiling the
result is more "life like", as if the music was being created in the room. The stereo image is also
more stable in different listening positions.

Over the years | have been a dealer for Sonab upward facing speakers, Bose direct-reflecting,
and built several multi-directional designs. More recently | developed the Decibel Omni speakers
which we currently sell as kits and have experimented with the Jordan JXr6HD line arrays (which
are dipoles like ribbons and electrostatics). When at the High End audio show in Munich a few
months ago | investigated several brands of loudspeaker with the idea of importing them, but the
ones | was most interested in | judged to be far too expensive. Interestingly one of the most
impressive ones used a driver that is a derivative of the Walsh driver.

Back in the early 70s a chap named Lincoln Walsh designed a speaker driver which was quite
unconventional. It consisted of an inverted cone with the magnet and
voice coil at the top. A single pulse travels down the cone,
reproducing the entire audio range with one driver. The inside of the
cone "fires" into a rigidly built enclosure. The sound emanates in a
horizontal 360°cylinder, so it is omni-directional . The new speaker
created a single, perfectly rendered sound wave of remarkable
clarity. A new company, Ohm Acoustics, was formed to develop and

L I market Walsh's new speaker design.

The Ohm Acoustics company has been building speakers using the Walsh driver for 35 years,
and has sold about 35,000 pairs. For many years they were sold via dealers (including in
Australia) but in 1998 they changed to a factory direct marketing system which means the retail
price is much lower. They have tremendous regard for previous owners and offer upgrades even
for speakers purchased 30 years ago.

The driver has been improved over those years and the latest models are referred to as
the Thousand Series. The bulk of the sound is still produced by the Walsh driver but there is a
direct facing super tweeter supplementing it and the enclosure is ported improving the efficiency
and reducing the amplifier power requirements.

Ohm Acoustics recently appointed a distributor in Germany and so | approached the company
a few months ago regarding the possibility of doing the same in Australia. They agreed and the
first shipment arrived last week.

The Thousand Series speakers includes 5 models. Unlike most speaker manufacturers, the
sound quality is the same with the less expensive models, and the model you should purchase is
the one that suits your room size. The Model 2000 units | have initially imported suit a room size
of 15 to 30 square metres and sell for $3960.00 a pair.

Customers close to Brisbane can make an appointment for a demonstration immediately. We
will also be sending a pair to Sydney early in the new year and can arrange home demos during
January or February. We intend to have a pair available for home demos in
Melbourne during March.

Ohm Acoustics loudspeakers are sold with a 120 day money-back satisfaction
guarantee. There is lots of info on the Ohm Acoustics website, including a number of very
comprehensive reviews.

The Ohm Acoustics page on our website is http://www.decibelhifi.com.au/category71 1.htm It's
a bit skeletal at the moment but will be fleshed out over the next few weeks.

Over the last few years | have often been asked if there was a way to drive the rear speakers in
a home theatre system wirelessly, as often it is
difficult or impossible to install speaker cables
and most people don't want to have the cables
lying across the floor. There have also been
requests for setting up remote speakers so that
the music playing on the main stereo system Passive
could be relayed to another room or outside. speakers
There have been a few products which have
allowed this but they have used the 2.4Ghz
wireless band which is also used by cordless
telephones and other devices and so
interference has been a problem.
There's been nothing as simple as these
Amphony products.The 5.8Ghz band is
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immune to interference from 2.4Ghz devices and they also transmit the sound digitally at better
than CD quality.

There are three models. The L1500 at $165 is a transmitter and receiver only. The L1520 at
$198 includes a stereo receiver/amplifier to which two speakers can be connected. The L1550
includes two slightly more powerful mono receiver/amplifiers ($330). You need to provide a
power source for the amplifiers but no cables are required from your home theatre amplifier. The
receiver/amplifiers can be purchased separately if more than one remote location is required,

Additionally, Amphony have two models of wireless headphones, which also feature the high
quality digital 5.8MHz transmission technology. The H500 is $165 and the audiophile model
H2500 is $385. Additional headsets are available because several can be used with the one
transmitter.

You'll find the Amphony products in the Amphony category and their website for additional
products is www.amphony.com .

vdallldlid C OI0(QIE

We were recently approached by Valhalla Technology of Denmark to distribute thelr range of
accessory products. Their VT Feet have been well
received by recording studios in Europe.

There 5 models of VT Feet to suit various size
loudspeakers. They also have spike systems, and
now feet for amplifiers and optical disc players.

Another group of products is their connectors, and
in particular their banana plugs are the best | have
come across, with a design that provides a very firm
grip inside the socket.

There are a series of explanatory PDFs provided:
VT FEET:HOW DO THEY WORK
SOUND IMPROVEMENT: PUT SIMPLY
WHY DECOUPLE LOUDSPEAKERS

| have been very impressed with the professionalism of this supplier and the PDFs listed above
are well worth a read. You'll find their products on our website at
http://www.decibelhifi.com.au/category70_1.htm

ana SIEE NEW

Graham Slee has introduced revised models of his Era Gold Reflex phono pre-amps.
The standard model is now designated M2 and can be used with
a "green" energy efficient switch mode power supply (SMPS) or
the original PSU1 analog power supply. And there is now a
version for low output moving coil cartridges (C model).
Previously it was necessary to purchase his separate Elevator
step up device and then use the Era Gold V or Reflex phono
pre-amps.

Due to the strong A$ the prices of all Graham Slee products
have been revised downwards, so they are better value than ever. And because the Reflex
models can be purchased with the inexpensive SMPS it's possible to buy his top model for
under $1000. You can upgrade to the PSU1 power supply at a later time.

We have most GSP products in stock for immediate delivery, and postage is FREE.
http://www.decibelhifi.com.au/category48 1.htm

cl0 AUGIO POWET a D

Trends Audio have been selling their TA10.1 amplifier for several years and it has been ver
popular and won several awards when compared to other T-
Amps on the market.

They have now brought out a new version. The TA10.2 has
better capacitors, and a revised rear panel connector
arrangement. Price is slightly higher at $291.50. The Special
Edition (TA10.2SE) has an Alps potentiometer and higher
capacity power supply ($352).

The TRENDS T-Amps provide high quality sound in a compact
attractive package and their large speaker terminals and RCA
plugs give more secure connections than the Dayton Audio T-Amp. Despite their modest 10W
per channel output it is surprising how loud these amps can drive most speakers.

Another TRENDS AUDIO product which has been very popular over the last few months is
their Line Output Dock Adapter for iPods. This little adapter plugs into the
docking connector on an iPod thereby bypassing the headphone socket to '
give a higher quality signal to feed to an amp. Price is just $22.00. J

w
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http://www.decibelhifi.com.au/category54 1.htm

| am always looking for new products that offer great
value for money. I've been impressed with the SRM ‘

Tech turntable upgrades so was very interested to see that
they have released a new entry level audiophile turntable
under their own brand name.

Called the Athena, it's has a classy looking clear acrylic
plinth and sub-chassis, high quality synchronous AC
motor, and comes complete with an OEM (Rega) 251
tonearm. What will be of particular interest to enthusiasts
is that there are a number of upgrades which can be
gradually done to further improve the performance.

The introductory price is $1155.00, which includes a Decibel Universal Dust Cover.
http://www.decibelhifi.com.au/categoryl1 1.htm

As well as selling the Pure brand of digital radios we now have a very clever tuner. The

Maximum tuner provides some interesting and useful
facilities.

First, it's a DAB+ tuner.

Second, it's an FM tuner.

Third, it's an Internet radio tuner which can log onto
your home wireless network to access the thousands of
stations available online.

Fourth, it can stream digital music from files stored on
your home computers via your wireless network.

And fifth, it has a USB port into which you can plug a

USB drive and access stored music files directly.

It's quite small (275mm long), and can be placed on a shelf so that the LCD display can be
easily seen. A remote makes operation easy from a distance.

| found it very simple to set up, and it logged onto our home wireless network without any
problems and we can now play any of the thousands of music files on our family room computer
through the lounge stereo system.

Price is $495.00 - FREE POSTAGE till the end of December.
I've put it in with the PURE digital radios although it's not a Pure product.
http://www.decibelhifi.com.au/category66 1.htm

IsoKinetik have been very busy adding new products to their range over the last few months.
They now have a lot of products for upgrading Rega turntables and tonearms. We don't have all
of them on our website yet, so please browse http://www.isokinetik.co.uk/

One new product is an external power supply for Rega, Linn and other turntables which use a

240V AC motor. The ISOdrive regulates the turntable's motor drive via |
an intricate quadrature-quartz speed generator, providing
unsurpassed speed accuracy and pitch stability. Packed into their
hefty shielded steel casework (protecting the units from
electromagnetic interference and vibration) are two mains-filtering
transformers, and a high-current amplification circuit to assure that the
power passed onto your motor is silky-smooth and constant, with no e
fluctuation and virtually immeasurable distortion. It sells for $715.00. However at that prlce you
should also consider the Origin Live DC motor upgrade kits which have recently been reduced to
$770.00.

They are also releasing a new turntable, the Modular One. There's a review in the January
2010 issue of Hi Fi World. It uses a Premotec motor and the motor control box mentioned
above. It can be supplied with an upgraded Rega RB251 tonearm. Pricing starts at $935.00.
http://www.decibelhifi.com.au/cateqgory68 1.htm

The Garrott Bros P77 has been a very popular cartridge for many years, so it was disappointing
when it ceased to be available last year. But now a new version P77i
(improved) has been released. This new version of the popular Garrott
P77 phono cartridge has slightly different suspension and the
MicroScanner Il diamond. This has resulted in a flatter frequency
response right across the spectrum but it still retains the full sounding
characteristic of the original P77. Price is $499.40. FREE POSTAGE
THIS MONTH within Aus.

The Optim Super Mkll is no longer being produced due to the fact that




Garrott have used up their supply of the Shibata diamonds which were being fitted. The FGS
and Ruby FGS models are still available.

The K3 is also discontinued due to the unavailability of the Supertrack 3 diamonds, but the K1
and K2 are still available.
http://www.decibelhifi.com.au/category35 1.htm
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We now have the faceplates for IXr6HD drivers. These very smart plates
make it easy to fit 4 drivers into an enclosure or baffle. They are priced at
$55 each. The are made from 2mm thick steel, with 3mm bolts on the
back to mount the drivers. A rubber gasket is included.

By the way, the latest batch of JXr6HD drivers is priced at about 11%
less than previously - now $165 each or $148.50 each for quantities of 5
or more.

By the way after my article last time about the arrays | received an email
§ from a reader who suggested that 4 drivers is not
really a line array. So here's a photo of a "real"
JXr6HD line array from a customer.

We have received stock of the JX150 bass drivers. These are an
|| impressive design with a free air resonance of 25hz.They sell for $440
each and are suitable for sealed enclosures from 30 to 80 litres. Ted
# Jordan has published a new system design which incorporates a JX150
and single JXr6HD in a simple to build enclosure. Here's a link to the
design drawing
http://www.esotericaudiodevices.com/Assets/JX150 and 6 closed cabin
| http://www.decibelhifi.com.au/category49 1.htm
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| have been an advocate for DIY speakers for many years, and it has been a bit of a
disappointment that more people are not prepared to give it a go. In a further attempt to
encourage clients we are now offering kits preassembled, but unfinished. As an example, our
Jordan JX92S drivers are $495 a pair, the MDF transmission line
enclosure kits are $198, which is a total of $693, an amazing price for a
pair of speakers that are basically the same as Konus Essence and MJ
Acoustics SR1 which sell for over $6,000. Of course the commercial ones
are beautifully finished and the high retail price is explainable when you
consider it includes GST, the dealer profit margin, local freight, importer
margin, duty, and freight from the overseas factory. The ex factory price
includes a substantial amount for the very high quality finished cabinets
and packaging.

If you buy the drivers and cabinet kits you avoid many of the pricing
components listed above, but you still get essentially the same sound
quality. The most obvious element not included is the finishing, which is
up to you. We offer wrap-on vinyl and real timber veneer for finishing.
You can also simply paint them. Very good results can be obtained by
first applying an MDF sealer, and then two or three coats of satin or gloss
enamel. The quality of finish is similar to that on the door and window
frames in your house, it's easy to do and you can choose any colour you
like that suits your decor and tastes.

Here's the new option that just might make it so easy you'll consider DIY
speakers again. We can now supply the kits assembled and sanded rea  dy for finishing. So
they are ready to play as soon as you get them and after you've marvelled at the sound quality
all you have to do is finish them off so that the Wife Acceptance Factor is improved.

At this time we are offering the following assembled kits - ready for finishing.

Jordan JX92S in transmission line MDF cabinets - $990 a pair.
Jordan JX92S in 8 litre bookshelf MDF cabinets - $825 a pair
Jordan JX92S in 3 litre MDF cubes - $352 each

Jordan JXr6HD in 2 litre MDF cubes - $270 each

Jordan JXr6HD in 3 litre MDF cabinets - $275 each

Decibel Omni speakers - $1100 a pair.

By the way, following a suggestion from a customer, the Omni speakers are now 100mm taller,
which doesn't change the sound quality but they look better alongside furniture.
http://www.decibelhifi.com.au/category62_1.htm
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