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NEWSLETTER

 February 2007
Dear hi fi enthusiast

You have been sent this newsletter because you have subscribed, or purchased product, or made an enquiry to www.decibelhifi.com.au .  If you do not wish to be on our newsletter mailing list, please reply to this email with the subject  REMOVE and we will do so immediately.
If you are having a problem reading this document it is available here  www.decibelhifi.com.au/files/Newsletter February 2007.doc   

Previous issues of this newsletter are available on the website via the About Us page.
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Recent News

The Disc Doctor has a new stylus brush which is being supplied with his Stylus Cleaning kits. Made by the German manufacturer Benz they are better than what he has been supplying over the last few years. For the last 6 months or so we have been supplying a cut down artist brush which although effective is not as good as this purpose made unit. Anyone who received one of the “makeshift” brushes in the last few months can receive one of these new ones at no charge. Simply send me an email. They have been added to the website for individual purchase also.

Graham Slee’s Reflex phono preamp has been reviewed in Stereotimes. Paul Szabady’s conclusion “As impressed as I was with the ERA V Gold, I was wowed by the Reflex: listening to it partnered with the MusicMaker Classic cartridge was one of those “Aha!” moments when everything fused into a complementary and harmonious musical whole. The Reflex offers exceptionally low noise, exceptionally transparent and neutral depiction of the entire musical bandwidth, and equally exceptional music-making capabilities. To achieve its level of performance at its US$1260 price goes beyond exceptional to unique. Used in a system of equally high musical and sonic resolution, the Reflex becomes one of those “Final Destination” products. Highly recommended!”

The complete review is here http://www.stereotimes.com/ 

We now access to the complete range of Incognito products. As well as the rewire kit for the Rega tonearms we can now supply internal rewire kits to suit SME, Graham, Linn, SAEC and many others which have a five pin DIN plug in the tonearm pillar. There is also a kit for Hadcock 228 and 242 tonearms. There are also external cables for any turntable with a 5 pin DIN plug and an RCA interconnect cable for use with turntables which have RCA sockets (like Pro-Ject) and stepup transformers. These additional products have been added into the Tonearm Upgrades category. 

Esoteric Sound (USA) has announced a new device to assist with the reproduction and restoration of vintage recordings. The Rek-O-Kut De-Hisser is actually three products in one: a background hiss reducer, a left/right groove wall selector for mono records, and a low frequency noise filter (rumble filter). It joins their extensive collection of turntables and electronic devices aimed at the vintage record enthusiast.  Decibel Hi Fi is their agent in Australia and as well as the turntables which are on our website can supply any of the other products on their website.  http://www.esotericsound.com/
A new review of the MJ Acoustics S1R speakers which use the Jordan JX92S drivers in a transmission line enclosure is now on the website.
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 on Digital Stylus Pressure Gauge

The Canrong CRB5 digital stylus pressure gauge has been quite a popular item over the last 12 months, and at $132 incl. GST is quite good value. However, we have successfully negotiated a bulk deal which lets us now reduce the retail price to just $93.50. Even better as a special offer to our newsletter readers ONLY we have 100 units available for just $71.50 incl. GST. That’s nearly 50% OFF the previous retail price! There are nearly 2000 customers on our newsletter mailing list so if you would like to grab one at this special price put an order in quickly. This special offer expires on Monday March 5th. Limit 2 per customer.

SUPER SPECIAL PRICE   $71.50.  Express Post to anywhere in Australia is $7.00.
The website shows the new retail price as $93.50, so please mention in the Customer Instructions section of the order that you are eligible for the special reader’s price of $71.50.  
Overseas customers do not pay GST, but email us for the postage costs.
Sonic Impact T-Amp re-assessed
The new batch of Sonic Impact T-Amps arrived in December after a frustrating few months of no supply. Russell Storey of Stones Sound Studios asked me to send him one to evaluate. A week later I received an email report in which Russell not only praised the little unit but also provided a number of tips regarding getting the very best performance from it.[image: image4.jpg]



He used it in both a high quality stereo setup and a home theatre system. Some of his comments were  “This little amp has so many uses and applications  the mind boggles the sound quality is Excellent and high end in every aspect with fast dynamic lower  bass  deep midrange and extended  top end detail to die for , "and all from a  teeny weenie little  Digital IC amplifier  in a plastic box , Sonic impact have applied the  Tripath TA2025B IC to perfection and things can only get better with the  upgrades & Mods  . Rock , Jazz ,Hip Hop , Rap , pop, classical all take on a new dimension  along with  DVD movie effects and  also the music background .”
The link to his complete article is here -  http://www.stonessoundstudio.com.au/stone/Sonic_Impact_technologies_tee_amp_Model_5066.htm 
Customer loudspeaker building projects
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Although we sell quite a few of our speaker enclosure kits, we also have many people buying just the drivers and constructing the enclosures themselves. One bought some Jordan JX92S for his yacht, another some JXr6HDs to make a super quality “boom box” for an operating theatre. Some have bought JXr6HDs for installation in their cars. This article provides links to several of their projects and I hope it inspires you to get involved in speaker building. There are several more who haven’t finished their projects yet and I hope to report on in a later newsletter.

The most popular kit is the Jordan JX92S transmission lines. We have sent the MDF and solid wood versions of this kit to all states of Australia and even to the UK, Japan, South Korea and Finland. There is a detailed thread of one customer’s assembly project with numerous photos at http://www.pinkfishmedia.net/forum/showthread.php?s=&threadid=13307 
Dean Dobson has used a pair of JXr6HDs for a pair of high definition monitors on his PC (with a small subwoofer). There is an extensive thread regarding the project here http://www.diyaudio.com/forums/showthread.php?s=&threadid=72610&perpage=10&pagenumber=1 
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Steve Morton has built both linear arrays and cubes for home theatre use. Here’s photos of both. There are 4 JXr6HDs in each of the top enclosures and a 12” Shiva woofer in the bottom enclosure. He uses an electronic crossover at 120Hz and separate power amps for the array and bass driver. The little blue cubes are 150mm, about 2 litre.
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David Bedford has built both the Jordan JX92S transmission lines and the Decibel Omni Premium using beautiful cedar timber. His report is available here  Our thanks to David for such a detailed report.

The easy way to get into speaker building is with a complete kit. We now have two for JX92S, two for JXr6, and two versions of the Omni. There will also be kits for the Neophone and Dynafone drivers added in the next few weeks.

Clearance Items
We have a number of items that are surplus stock/slow moving/demo etc so are offering substantial discounts to clear them. The prices on the website have not been changed so please phone or email if you are interested. Prices are valid only for items in stock or till March 5th.

All Sennheiser headphones in stock – 25% discount

Garrott Optim FGS – 2 only – 20% discount

Loricraft PRC3 – demo unit – 20% discount

The Cartridge Man Conductor tonearm – demo unit – 20% discount

Acrylic platter for Rega P2 – 20% discount

Rega P3 motor upgrade kit – 2 only -  20% discount

Dome AVS Pro speaker stands – 1 set only - 20% discount

Jordan JX92S real timber bookshelf enclosure kit – 1 pr only – 20% discount

Audax Home Theatre Speaker Set including subwoofer – 20% discount

Naim 12S preamp with MM & MC phono cards – 20% discount

Logitech Noise Cancelling Headphones $165 (rrp $249)  1 set only

ERA 2002 turntable – 20% discount

NAD 5022 turntable -  20% discount

AL732 8m headphone extension lead - $5.50

Sound Blaster Audigy 2 ZS PC sound card - $165 (rrp $279)

Happy listening

Brian Maddern

enquiry@decibelhifi.com.au      PO Box 536, Sunnybank, Qld 4109   Phone/fax: 61 (0) 7 3344 5756  

[image: image1.jpg]



