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NEWSLETTER

 April 2007
Dear hi fi enthusiast

You have been sent this newsletter because you have subscribed, or purchased product, or made an enquiry to www.decibelhifi.com.au .  If you do not wish to be on our newsletter mailing list, please reply to this email with the subject  REMOVE and we will do so immediately. If you are having a problem reading this document it is available here  www.decibelhifi.com.au/files/Newsletter April 2007.doc   Previous issues of this newsletter are available on the website via the About Us page.
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Recent News

We still have plenty of stock of the Canrong digital stylus gauge so the special price of $71.50 is still available for newsletter readers. See the writeup below.

Linn Products have announced three Super Evolution upgrades for the legendary Sondek LP12 turntable. The LP12 SE series of upgrades delivers a revelation in performance for the SONDEK LP12 turntable, delivering even more music from your vinyl collection. Each upgrade is the highest performing component of its type ever made by Linn. Each upgrade benefits from design and craftsmanship of the highest standard, developed over 34 years of Linn’s precision engineering experience. The more parts you upgrade, the greater the performance benefit overall, which will reveal even more from your music collection.

The LP12 SE upgrades include: EKOS SE tonearm, KEEL sub-chassis & armboard, and new improved metal TRAMPOLIN base board. Each of these upgrades delivers a revelation in performance, but combined the result is absolutely breathtaking. More details in the article below.

The Linn LP12 comes complete with an AC motor, but there is no Valhalla power board on the current model. That means you have to have an external power supply like their Lingo, or the Naim Armageddon. However, because we are an Origin Live dealer, we can supply a brand new Linn LP12 turntable with one of the Origin Live DC motor upgrade kits already installed. With the Ultra kit (as supplied with Origin Live’s Sovereign turntable) the price is $5940, which is $770 less than with the Lingo. 

The stronger A$ and revised pricing from Sonic Impact has resulted in lower pricing for all Sonic Impact products. The orginal T-Amp is now down to $66 (was $69.30), the Super T-Amp is now $220 (was $275). The T24, iF2, and V55 have also dropped – they are now $385, $242, and $297 (down from $396, $275, and $550). The V55 is now just over half its original price. We have also added two additional models of portable speakers for iPod and iPod shuffle – the IP22 and IPax.

Jordan have announced a price increase for the JX92S due to the cost to produce them going up by the manufacturer. However, as we now get supplied out of Hong Kong our freight costs are less, so we have been able to keep the price at $240 plus GST, and the 5 buy price has actually gone down. The JXr6HD has increased slightly to $160 plus GST but there is still a discounted price of $140 plus GST for quantities of 5 or more. 

Prices have not been increased for Origin Live products over the last 5 years but they have now announced a price increase for their Illustrious tonearm. It now sells for $3905 including GST (up from $3520).

The Cartridge Man has revised his popular Isolator device. The material between the two metal plates is now dual layered. According to Stereo Times this now gives even better isolation of vibrations from the tonearm. They claim the use of the Isolator will lift the performance of a tonearm substantially. The theory is that vibrations generated by the cartridge are absorbed, and resonances from the tonearm damped. We’ve sold dozens, and only one has been returned, so it seems most people are happy with the improvement it provides. There has been a small increase in price but at $176 it is still a low cost upgrade.

The Audio Technica AT95E is our most popular cartridge. It has been rated as the best low price cartridge available and at $93.50 gives great value for money. It’s an ideal cartridge for lower priced turntables as it tracks at about 2g which suits the fairly unsophisticated tonearms on most of them. Now there are alternative styli available which makes the AT95 more versatile. The AT95C features a spherical stylus and sells for just $49.50. It’s a good replacement for the basic cartridges which are fitted into many lower priced turntables. The AT95E remains at $93.50 and has a .7mil x .4mil elliptical stylus. The AT95HE has a hyper elliptical stylus which gives better tracking of high frequencies at $110. But the one that I am most excited about is the AT95SA at $121. This features a shibata line contact stylus. This V shaped stylus sits more snugly into the records grooves, reducing wear, reducing surface noise, and giving better detail retrieval. StereoTimes have said that the AT95E is a good cartridge for pop, rock, and jazz, recordings, but the AT95SA also does a good job with complex classical music as well. If you already have an AT95E you can upgrade it with the ATN95SA stylus for $99.00. There is also a 78 stylus for $49.50, so the AT95 is one of the most versatile cartridges on the market, as well as being great value for money.

Stereomojo.com has selected Trends Audio TA-10 Class-T stereo amplifier, as Winner of 
the 2007 Great Digital AMP Shootout" of its "MAXIMUM MOJO AWARD". This comparison was against seven other amplifiers up to 14 times its price. You can read the full report at http://www.stereomojo.com:80/SHOOTOUT2007INTEGRATEDS.htm .
Trends Audio make a small range of interesting products as well as the TA-10 – please read the article below. 

It’s unusual to find an integrated amplifier with a phono input nowadays, but Digitech have released one in the budget price range of under $200. Offering 100 watts per channel, it is not in the same class for sound quality as a T-Amp, nevertheless this integrated amplifier is great value for money. It has plenty of power for a party, has a remote control, and the inclusion of a phono pre-amplifier input is a bonus. 
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 on Digital Stylus Pressure Gauge

The Canrong CRB5 digital stylus pressure gauge has been quite a popular item over the last 12 months, and at $132 incl. GST is quite good value. However, we have successfully negotiated a bulk deal which lets us now reduce the retail price to just $93.50. Even better as a special offer to our newsletter readers we have units available for just $71.50 incl. GST. That’s nearly 50% OFF the previous retail price! Limit 2 per customer.

SUPER SPECIAL PRICE   $71.50.  Express Post to anywhere in Australia is $7.20.
The website shows the new retail price as $93.50, so please mention in the Customer Instructions section of the order that you are eligible for the special reader’s price of $71.50.  
Overseas customers do not pay GST, but email us for the postage costs.
Trends Audio  products[image: image4.jpg]



Sonic Impact’s T-Amp has been by far our most popular product over the last couple of years. There are several other manufacturers using the same and other Tripath chipsets in T-amps with different power outputs. Trends Audio is a Hong Kong based manufacturer and they produce the TA-10 T-Amp. It’s tiny, but has a metal case and good quality speaker and RCA terminals like Sonic Impact’s Super T-Amp. I found the sound a bit punchier than the Super T-Amp. The TA10 was chosen as the best of 8 T-amp based integrated amplifiers by StereoMojo magazine. You can read the complete test results at this link

http://www.stereomojo.com:80/SHOOTOUT2007INTEGRATEDS.htm . 

There are a number of other reviews also. http://www.6moons.com/audioreviews/trends/ta10.html
http://www.enjoythemusic.com/magazine/equipment/1206/audiophilegift2006.htm
http://www.tnt-audio.com/sorgenti/trendsaudio_ud10_e.html
http://www.stereotimes.com/amp031407.shtml
Price is $242 (incl GST), which includes a 3 amp regulated power supply.
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Another very interesting product from Trends is their UD-10 USB Audio Converter. This device plugs into a USB port on your PC and works as an external sound card with various formats of digital output and decoded headphone output. It effectively isolates the serious interference from the noise within the PC case eg. the high frequency data signals, the switching mode power supply, and the fan motors etc. I use it on my notebook PC with headphones or powered speakers and the difference in sound quality compared to plugging into the Line Out on the PC is dramatic. There are optical, RCA and BNC coaxial, and an AES/EBU digital outputs on the rear panel. Price is $198 including GST. A charging kit is available for $55. 

There’s a review at http://www.tnt-audio.com/sorgenti/trendsaudio_ud10_e.html .

They also make a DAC device. The DAC 2.5 is a high performance and reasonable priced audiophile-grade stereo digital analog converter. You can apply it to replace the built-in DAC portion of your existing digital audio sources (DVD or CD player) to upgrade the sound quality into audiophile level instantly. You just connect the existing player's optical or coaxial digital output to the DAC. [image: image7.jpg]


And then use the DAC's analog RCA output to your amplifier. It is very simple and effective. No matter whether you are an audiophile or just want to enjoy a better quality music at home or besides your PC, this DAC will help. DAC 2.5 supports optical and coaxial digital input. It applies the famous Cirrus Logic CS8416 and Analog Devices AD1852 chips or CS4398 chips as signal receiver and digital analog converter so that the whole signal path is really 24bit/192kHz. The decoded signal is then passed to 3 pieces of Burr-Brown OPA2604 hi-quality op-amp chips for filtering and buffering. The newly launched Zhaolu D2 advanced DAC/headphone amp is nearly a complete revamp of it's predecessor, the ever popular D1.x series. The new front plate combines a black and a contour shaped silver aluminum. The front plate features headphone volume control, power switch, headphone output, input source switching and LED status indicators. The new D2 series houses an all new internal design: the new R type transformer, an added headphone (audio) input/output as well as fixed RCA audio output. The headphone amplifier has been greatly improved from the headphone amplifier in the D1.x series offering the ability to drive even the toughest loads presented by headphones. Price is $275 including GST.

Linn LP12 Super Evolution Upgrades[image: image8.png]



The KEEL is a combined sub-chassis, armboard & collar machined from one solid piece of aluminium, to provide rigid support to the tonearm & platter for even more accurate reproduction of your vinyl collection. Eliminating screws, fixings and joins between each component removes virtually all vibration, resulting in more accurate music reproduction.

Keel has been engineered to maintain the same mass and centre of gravity as achieved with the separate sub-chassis, armboard and collar, ensuring that it integrates seamlessly with the suspension system of every Sondek LP12 turntable.

Adding Keel to your Sondek LP12 turntable offers a significant leap in performance and helps get even more music from your record collection  Keel is available in a standard black anodised finish to complement the simple design of the Sondek LP12 turntable. Price is $5720 incl GST. 

The new improved TRAMPOLIN base board is a rigid base for the Sondek LP12 turntable. Designed to provide additional isolation for Sondek LP12 turntables, Trampolin is fixed directly to the wooden plinth of the turntable. It is manufactured from high quality aluminium and features acoustic dampening material to minimise interference and provide an even better audio performance. The Trampolin base board can be specified on all new Sondek LP12 turntables and can also be used to upgrade your existing Sondek LP12, bringing a revelation in performance and an even more involving musical experience. Adding Trampolin to your Sondek LP12 is a simple and effective way to improve the performance of your turntable. Price is $385 incl GST.

Ekos SE is Linn’s flagship tonearm, designed to nurture your vinyl and extract the maximum  [image: image9.png]


information from your cherished vinyl collection. Setting a new performance benchmark, Ekos SE features advanced materials carefully selected for their sound performance and low resonance properties to minimise interference, resonance and microphony, and extract even more from your vinyl collection. These include a machined titanium arm tube to reduce resonance within the arm and a stainless steel bearing housing which helps reduce unwanted tonearm movements. Every Ekos SE tonearm is built to last using the latest manufacturing techniques and handcrafted to the highest quality standard, so that you can continue to enjoy your vinyl collection for decades to come. With ultra-low friction bearings and temperature-compensated precision-springs ensure that the exceptional performance of the Ekos SE tonearm is maintained regardless of whether you are listening to your first track of the day or after many hours of music. Low-loss cable and gold connectors are used to protect the audio signal in transmission to the pre-amplifier. Price is $8657 including GST.

To get the best possible performance from your Sondek LP12 turntable, specify the Ekos SE tonearm, Akiva cartridge and Trampolin base board, together with Linto phono stage and Lingo power supply.

Customer loudspeaker building projects
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There’s been quite a bit of interest in the Neophone drivers over the last few months. While not claiming to be as good as the Jordan JX92s they offer very good performance for the price of $93.50 each. Several enclosure designs have been published and the 16 year old son of one of our customers made a pair of tower enclosures as pictured here. They are 840mm x 250 x 250. There’s a copy of his full report on the website. Thanks to Joel Arthur for submitting this project. http://www.decibelhifi.com.au/files/Joel%20Arthur's%20neophone%20project.doc
Clearance Items
We have a number of items that are surplus stock/slow moving/demo etc so are offering substantial discounts to clear them. The prices on the website have not been changed so please phone or email if you are interested. Prices are valid only for items in stock. 

We are setting up a store on ebay, so in future secondhand and surplus stock will be advertised to that wider ebay audience. We will also be listing there some of our more consumer oriented products such as the Sonic Impact speakers for iPod. 

All Sennheiser headphones in stock – 25% discount

Loricraft PRC3 – demo unit – 10% discount

The Cartridge Man Conductor tonearm – demo unit – 20% discount

Dome AVS Pro speaker stands – 1 set only - 20% discount

Jordan JX92S real timber bookshelf enclosure kit – 1 pr only – 20% discount

Audax Home Theatre Speaker Set including subwoofer – 20% discount

Naim 12S preamp with MM & MC phono cards – 20% discount

Logitech Noise Cancelling Headphones $165 (rrp $249)  1 set only

ERA 2002 turntable – 20% discount

NAD 5022 turntable -  20% discount

AL732 8m headphone extension lead - $5.50

Sound Blaster Audigy 2 ZS PC sound card - $165 (rrp $279)

Happy listening

Brian Maddern

enquiry@decibelhifi.com.au      PO Box 536, Sunnybank, Qld 4109   Phone/fax: 61 (0) 7 3344 5756  
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